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23 Suffer 1422

<Ctrl-D>
puts a Dot under the previous character

ḍ ṣ ḥ ẓ ṭ  

<Ctrl-S>  underScores the previous character

ṯ ḏ s̱

<Ctrl-H> hangs a Hachek over the previous character

č ž š q̌ ~̌
<Ctrl-M> puts a Macron over the previous character

a̅ e̅ i̅ o̅ u̅ y̅  (and sometimes c̅ except after +̅)
===

al-ḥamdu lilla̅hi llaḏi̅ yaftatiḥu biḥamdihi kullu kita̅bin wa-risa̅laťin ....

T-with-a-haček in that last word is of course our old friend

ة

====

So there's the product du jour.  Now for a quick impartial review.

On the positive side,


(1) The diacritics come after the letters, which ElChipo prefers to the dead-key system.  It also means you can type straight ahead and ignore the funnies, then go back and put them in at leisure.


(2) You get all sorts of weird combinations to play with.  a̱̅   y̌


(3) You don't like ElChipo's key assignments, Winnie Nono will let you change them.  (Tools\Customize\Keyboard &c. &c. )


(4) It is free.


(5) It is from El Chipo de Silicio.    (El Čipo de Ṣilicio?)


(6) Each character is saved as four bytes instead of one.  (If that isn't progress, what is?  Ask Winnie the ḅronto.)


(7) It doesn't cost any money.

On the downside,


(8) The centering is all ahoo.  And the vertical adjustment isn't right either.  Could you tell there's a haček on that Čipo or only notice something kinda funny about it?


(9) You're stuck with "Lucida Sans Unicode," not a very pretty typeface.  Or you can download "Arial Unicode MS," which is even worse.  (al-ḥamdu lilla̅hi llaḏi̅ yaftatiḥu biḥamdihi kullu kita̅bin wa-risa̅laťin

)


(10) It only works with WinWord.  And since it involves macros, half the e-world will be scared to death of downloading it.


(11) When the diacritics go wrong, the mousing required to fix things up is impossible, or seems to be.  One ends up deleting large chunks around the boo-boo and re-entering it all.  If you are not careful, little lines and dots wind up hanging around anywhichwhere.

But let us conclude on a more positive note,


(12) You don't have to pay for it.


(13) You get the complete source code.  

Public Sub Underdot()

' Underdot Macro

' Macro opgenomen op 17-5-01 door El Chipo De Silicio

'

    Selection.InsertSymbol CharacterNumber:=803, Unicode:=True

End Sub

Public Sub Underscore()

' Underscore Macro

' Macro opgenomen op 17-5-01 door El Chipo De Silicio

'

    Selection.InsertSymbol CharacterNumber:=817, Unicode:=True

End Sub

Public Sub Hachek()

' Hachek Macro

' Macro opgenomen op 17-5-01 door El Chipo De Silicio

'

    Selection.InsertSymbol CharacterNumber:=780, Unicode:=True

End Sub

Public Sub Macron()

' Hachek Macro

' Macro opgenomen op 17-5-01 door El Chipo De Silicio

'

    Selection.InsertSymbol CharacterNumber:=773, Unicode:=True

End Sub


(14) Did I mention it comes from El Chipo for free?

